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In Him, 
Jim Turrent Lead Pastor

Welcome 
Writing this intro – it’s hard 
to know where to begin! 

Since the last edition we have 
welcomed our new Pastor Stuart Keir 
and his family, our Children And Families Coordinator Colin 
Watson, new Elders, new Deacons and a growing number 
of new friends who are finding their home here in Central - 
and add to that a new cohort of students! 

Look out for some key events happening in the next few 
months: Training in Evangelism in partnership with SOLAS 
on 24 October (Wednesday); Christianity Explored 
29 October–10 December; and the SOLAS Conference 
hosted here in Central on 3 November.

In the midst of all this activity – we ought to remember that 
God is more interested in our authenticity. So let’s recommit 
to prayer and the ministry of the word, that we might see 
lives shaped by the Holy Spirit into the likeness of Christ 
to the glory of the Father. Paul wrote; “Whatever happens, 
conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear 
about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm 
in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of 
the gospel…” (Philippians 1)

May it be so at Central, 
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We were delighted on Saturday 1 September to have the induction 
of our new pastor, Stuart Keir. It was a truly joyous occasion when 
the Central church family joined with folks from Banchory Christian 
Fellowship Church and Stuart’s and Karen’s family and friends, as 
well as representatives from local churches and the Baptist Union 
of Scotland, to worship together and witness Stuart’s induction.

Our lead pastor, Jim Turrent, led the 
service which included Statements 
from Nigel Bradley of Banchory 
Christian Fellowship Church where 
Stuart had been the pastor for the 
last 13 years and our own Church 
Secretary, Bryan Bennett, who outlined 
the path that had been taken to reach 
this stage and stressed how thankful we 
are to God. In his statement, Stuart Keir 
spoke about his calling to Central and 
how he now feels “sure but scared, 
humbled but excited for all God is 
going to do for His glory”. 

The Act of Induction and setting aside 
of Stuart included a prayer during 
which members of the Pastoral Search 
Committee laid hands on both Stuart 
and Karen Keir. Sarah Black and Joshua 
Lee then presented flowers and gifts to 
the Keir family to welcome them into 
our fellowship.

After the Act of Induction Stuart’s 
former colleague, Eoghan Paterson, 
Associate Pastor at Banchory Christian 
Fellowship Church, preached on 

John 15:9–11, his theme being ‘What 
makes a true leader for God?’. He 
emphasised the centrality of remaining 
in God’s love in Christian leadership 
and challenged us all to re-dedicate 
our lives to God to serve sacrificially.

Following the service our church 
family and guests were able to enjoy 
fellowship over a bountiful buffet 
organised by our catering team.

Finally, sincere thanks to all who 
served in so many different ways at the 
Induction Service. 

Keir family at a recent wedding
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Tell us a bit about yourself
I was blessed to be brought up in a 
Christian home by Godly parents. I’m 
the second of four children so our 
house was always busy, but even more 
so as my mum and dad really practised 
the gift of hospitality. Although I was 
an extremely shy child I enjoyed, and 
now appreciate, the value of being part 
of a wider Christian family. A respected 
Christian leader once said that “it takes 
more than two people to bring up a 
Christian child”. I bring that sentiment 
to my new role.

I left Clydebank to come to Dundee 
to study as primary teacher in 1985; I 
was still very shy and returned home 
every weekend for a year and a half! 
However, as I became more settled 
I started attending Rattray Street just 
before it joined with Ward Road 
Baptist church to form Central Baptist 
in February 1987. I graduated in 1989 
and was fortunate to get a job and then 
meet my wife Patricia, after that there 
was no incentive to leave Dundee! We 
have been married for 24 years and 
have two children, Sophie (21) and 
Andrew (17). Over the past 30 years 
I have been blessed by God and the 

CBC church family in more ways than 
I can remember, my prayer is that 
families will have a similar experience 
as they worship and serve here in CBC.

I have worked in a number of primary 
schools in a variety of roles for 29 
years, but in the last couple of years 
I have sensed God’s calling to do 
something different. After much 
prayer and deliberation, I accepted 
the church’s invitation to become the 
Children and Families Coordinator; 
I have been able to take a 2-year 
career break from my job as deputy 
headteacher at Ancrum Road Primary.

What will you do?

My role will be to support the children 
and families of CBC. I will work 
closely with Jim and Stuart as part of 
the pastoral team. Aspects of the job 
will include:

• oversight of the children’s ministries

• evaluating then developing the 
resources and materials we use to 
teach our children

• supporting our volunteers who work 
with children, e.g. training, practical 

Introducing
Children and Families 
Coordinator

Colin Watson
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administration tasks

• organising events for children 
and families, which will build 
relationships and at times have an 
outreach focus

• pastoral support for families

• developing links with groups, 
children and families in our 
community.

I am really looking forward to 
supporting our families and children 
as they grow up in an increasingly 
challenging world.

What will be the biggest changes?
Not living by the school bell!! My role 
has a lot of flexibility and breadth. I 
will enjoy meeting with people for 
‘gospel’ conversations and having the 

freedom to talk about Jesus. I’m hoping 
my stress levels will reduce and that 
having time to pray and plan will lead 
to improvements in how we serve our 
children.

What can we pray for?
All of the above, but particularly:

1. pray for good relationships with our 
children, families and volunteers

2. pray for God’s leading in how we 
‘get better’ in our ministries

3. pray for opportunities to connect 
with our local community.

Finally, a huge thank you to the church 
family who have been so encouraging 
and expressed their love and concern 
for myself, Patricia, Sophie and Andrew 
as this new venture unfolds.
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A visit to the Amazon, Peru 
with the Vine Trust and Esperanza

It had been 2 years since my last 
trip to Peru, so I was anxious 
and excited to head to Peru on 

7 August. I would have 10 days 
working with the Vine Trust on the 
new Forth Hope boat, and just 2 or 3 
days to meet up with our partners of 
Esperanza (the charity Andrew and I 
run along with Mike Fernandez).  

The 10 days on the Forth Hope 
were very busy. In the dental clinic 
we carried out a large number of 
extractions. This was difficult – I know 
I am helping, I am removing the source 
of pain, people are grateful, but every 
single one is an emotional battle on my 
part, especially on the younger patients 
and there were many extractions to 
carry out on under 12’s who mostly 
cope amazingly well. Many prayers 

were silently lifted as we worked and 
I was constantly grateful to my friend 
Paty who got me off to a great start with 
my Spanish language skills that enable 
me to communicate clearly and calmly 
to the people I am treating and working 
with. I thank you all for your prayers 
while on the trip too.

Our team consisted of a couple in their 
70’s, one of our dental students and 
two Christian medical students from 
Singapore. There was a lot of time to 
chat and share testimonies, and I pray 
we had an impact for the gospel. I 
enjoy catching up with old friends, the 
faithful, inspirational, gentle and caring 
Peruvian crew who have been working 
on the boats for years and who sacrifice 
so much to serve the river communities 
with such compassion. Please pray for 

By Shona Mason

The training centre at Nauta

Laura-Lee Lovering and Shona
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them as they work on the rivers for 40 
weeks each year. 

l visited Pastor Prospero and the 
children who attend the church lunch 
club that Esperanza supports a couple 
of times to catch up with news and 
encourage each other. I met some 
of new children in the programme, 
including three brothers. Their mum 
has gone and their dad often has to 
work away, so regular lunches at the 
church are a real blessing to them. 
The youngest, Juan (5), stood up to 
thank us for the money we send. He 
only managed a “Gracias” in front of 
everyone before he ran over to me and 
whispered “thank you for the lunches, 
we don’t eat much at home, and 
daddy’s away and we like coming to 
see Prospero and we pray for you. God 
bless”. Prospero and Maria send their 
greetings to CBC and the supporters of 
Esperanza. 

I also spent a day with Laura-Lee 
Lovering (our BMS Link Missionary) 
in Nauta. Providentially, the pastor 
training course was running so I was 
also able to meet some of the pastors 
and families we (Esperanza) support to 
attend. I also met Pastor Luis, the main 
coordinator, and David Mahon and 
Daniel Clark (both BMS). Laura seemed 
really encouraged by the visit. The 
training provided at the centre in Nauta 
covers theology and preaching, but also 
evangelism and mission, environmental 
care and small farming, small business 
and basic health care. Pastors and their 

families 
make huge sacrifices to attend, as 
Laura’s recent BMS blog states “This 
family really fought through to get to 
the last training week in August. Their 
boat capsized with the whole family 
(including children) as they were 
returning home to get ready to come 
to the training week; then heavy rain 
almost prevented them from being able 
to leave their village”. Please pray for 
all involved in this pastor training. 

At our Harvest Sunday on 30 
September we will have the 
opportunity to make a donation 
towards the work of Esperanza. 
Details of how you can do that 
are in the weekly church bulletin.

MV Forth Hope

Pastor Prospero 
and Maria
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Holiday Club
The holiday club ran very successfully from 6–10 August. 
A team led by Colin Watson, our Children and Families 
Coordinator, led the club entitled ‘Build Up’.   By Fiona Mackay

Colin had managed to borrow proper 
road signs and road work barriers 
to create an exciting atmosphere 
for the children. There was a lot of 
competition to see who could build 
the highest tower using cards, cups, 
small and giant jenga, lego and big 
cardboard boxes. They used creative 
thinking to work out how to make the 
boxes reach the ceiling. The children 
worked enthusiastically. Over the 
week, the children learned three 
memory verses. The team were very 
impressed by their willingness and 
aptitude in learning these.

Ephesians 4:29 (NIV)
Do not let any unwholesome talk 
come out of your mouths, but only 
what is helpful for building others up 
according to their needs, that it may 
benefit those who listen.

Hebrews 10:24–25 (NIV)
And let us consider how we may 
spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds, not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging one another 
– and all the more as you see the day 
approaching.

1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NIV)
Therefore encourage one another and 
build one another up, just as you are 
doing.

The children also listened to stories 
about Barnabas, Joshua and the 
miracles of Jesus, and learned some 
new songs with actions. Some lovely 
craft work could be seen and the 
week ended with a concert for some 
of our older friends. They received 
the beautiful boxes and cards that the 
children had made.

Children who did not manage this 
year, I would strongly encourage you 
to make every effort to come next 
year. It was so much fun and there is 
so much to learn about God.

Central Summer
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Stephanie Adams
“I didn’t know what to expect in the CBC Children Summer Club. After 
the first day, some people would have wondered what hit me as I hummed 
the theme songs all day long. What excitement, joy and enthusiasm as they 
jostled together in their activities! Shhh . . . don’t tell them that part of me 
wanted to be a kid again for a moment.

The theme was ‘Building Up One Another’ taken from 1 Thessalonians 5:11 
and Hebrews 10:24–25. Some catchy sing-along songs set the tone and 
there were action dances. The coordinator, Colin, was brilliant in helping 
everyone relate to the theme with ‘building up challenges’. This included 
activities such as stacking boxes up, and using Lego bricks, Jenga blocks, 
plastic cups and cards to safely build a tower up as high as the children 
could manage. Between songs, dances and memorising verses, there were 
snack times – perhaps the most exciting part of the programme.

The week flew in quickly and by Friday the programme came to an end. 
I had a lot to take away from seeing how eagerly they worked together to 
encourage one another to reach their activity goals. The biggest smile for 
me was in seeing how God’s love works through us as we encourage one 
another in our Christian lives.”
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Church Family Picnic
After such a beautiful summer we had typical Scottish weather 
for our annual picnic on Sunday 12 August. That didn’t hinder 
many folk from coming to the Millennium Hall in Birkhall 
for an indoor picnic. Quality tea and coffee were served by 
Sandra Hood and Janey Turrent. Most folk brought their own 
picnic, but there was also plenty provided for those who may 
have needed. Central are ace at the catering bit.

What we lost in 
fresh air and 
exercise we 

made up for in amazing 
fellowship. We share 
some things over coffee 
after the service but the 
longer time we were 
together enabled some 
in-depth conversations 
and discussion of the 
morning’s sermon. 

Some parents braved the 
rain to do their duty at the 
play park; well done them! 
It was lovely to see Stuart 
Keir and his wife Karen braving the weather for their first Central picnic. We 
look forward to many more. (Hopefully Stuart will bring better weather for the 
next one!)

Thank you to those who catered and to those who put out chairs and tables 
and also tidied them away again. Your help was much valued. 

Those of you who were not there this year, I hope you will 
manage next year. The fellowship is amazing.
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Newcomers’ Picnic

Every Sunday the Welcome 
Team meet in the reception area 
before and after each service, to 
greet everyone attending and, in 
particular, to look out for those 

who are visiting the church. 

Visitors may be new to Dundee, 
starting university or on 
holiday. It can be daunting to 

come into a church for the first time 
and hopefully the Welcome Team will 
help people to feel more at ease. The 
team are there to answer questions 
and give appropriate information 
about the life of the church. The 
Welcome Team is divided into three 
smaller teams who are on duty for 
a month at a time. This allows an 
opportunity to build up relationships 
with new people and introduce them 
to others if that is helpful.

Each year a welcome picnic is held 
for people who have recently begun 
attending Central. This year the picnic 
was held at the home of Martin and 
Grace Pippard. Because the weather 
was rainy, the picnic was held indoors 
instead of in the beautiful garden. In 
this informal setting we are able to get 
to know each other better. Everyone 

was given a name badge, which 
helped us to engage with one another.

We are now encouraging people to 
wear name labels at the morning 
service for a few weeks in September, 
so that as new people and, in 
particular, students arrive we will get 
to know each other and deepen our 
fellowship. In a church of our size 
knowing someone’s name often gives 
us the courage to speak to them.

If you are new to Central any 
feedback on what helped you 
settle in at Central, or suggestions 
of what might have helped would 
be appreciated. Please speak to 
any member of the Welcome 
Team about this.

By Edith Phimister
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Leaders’ perspective 
Psalm 78 has always been a motto for 
Scripture Union. For 150 years SU has 
not just been telling children and young 
people about Jesus, but training and 
equipping our Christian young people 
to tell the generation after them. That 
became a focus this year at camp. 

In particular, we were privileged to 
have a group of girls, who have formed 
close friendships over the years, with us for the last time. We’ve been working 
with some of them for 6 years now. To have seen these girls grow over the years 
is a real blessing as it was to spend a little time with some of them talking about 
what’s next for their Christian life and directing them towards “Commission”, 
SU’s young leader training programme. 

We were also privileged to have three wonderful trainee leaders with us. 
These are young people who have finished S5/6 and undergo a week’s training 
in June, serve on the team at a camp or two and have time to reflect and be 
mentored as they grow in Christian service. 

If you would like to chat more about SU or my involvement, please catch 
me after church. If you’re currently in the S5–19 age group and want more 
information on Commission and the different events that run, I have some flyers. 

At Camp with SU 
this summer

By Stephen Cranston

“...we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the 
Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done...Then they would put 
their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his 

commands.” (NIV)
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Campers’ perspective
Ruth and Duncan Ferguson were both at an SU 
camp recently and I asked them a few questions.

Where did you go to camp? Did you sleep in a 
dorm or a tent?  
We went to Lendrick Muir at Easter. We slept in 
dorms with bunk beds. 

What was the food like?  
Duncan: Delicious 
Ruth: The cooks were very generous and made 
me a cake for my birthday. 

What activities did you do? What was your 
favourite?  
There were lots of activities. King swing, bunjee 
trampoline, adventure playground, social 
games, knitting/crafts,archery, Nukinball (like 
volleyball), camp fire (very yummy) and high 
ropes.

What were the Bible times like? Was it similar/
different to Sunday School/Bible Class/YF?  
Ruth: They were quite similar to YF and Bible 
Class because they explained the Bible well 
and we had to think and answer questions, but 
different too because we watched a few more 
video clips in between and played games. 
Duncan: I enjoyed the Bible times because 
of the way they taught the Bible in a fun and 
interesting way.

Would you go back? Do you think your friends 
should go? 
Duncan: Yes. I went with a couple of friends 
at Easter but I would like my best friend from 
school to go with me next year. I know he would 
have fun and it would teach him about being a 
Christian. 
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Teen Ranch  
Q&A with Anna Black
What is Teen Ranch?  
Teen Ranch is a Christian outdoor 
activity centre that was established in 
1985 by an Australian couple, Bob 
and Jen Ockenden. Teen Ranch offers 
a wide range of activities such as horse 
riding, canoeing, archery, air rifle 
shooting, mountain biking, flying fox 
and a low ropes course. 

Why did you choose Teen Ranch? 
Maddie went last year and had lots of 
fun and was going again this year. I 
thought it would be fun too. 

What did you really enjoy 
the most?  
Maddie liked canoeing. I loved the 
horse riding. 

Did you make new friends there? 
Yes lots. 

Was there anything you 
didn’t like?  
Getting up early, being away from 
home for so long. 

What did you learn about Jesus?  
Ten things Jesus did, one being that He 
died for us and why. 

What does Jesus mean to you?  
Jesus loves me and I love him. 

What was a typical day?  
We got up 7.30 a.m. and cleaned our 
rooms. After breakfast we had lessons 
on all the activities we were going to 
be doing. We had time out and then 
sang lots of songs about Jesus and 
learnt more about His life. After lunch 
we did four activities in a row, e.g. 
horse riding, archery, canoeing and 
free time. After our evening meal there 
was time out, free time and then a 
game before settling into our beds. 

Madison Latto and 
Anna Black
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Every Monday for 7 weeks 
Monday 29 October–Monday 10 December 

7.30–9.30 p.m.

This is an informal and relaxed course for anyone who wants to think about the 
meaning of life. Over seven sessions in Mark’s Gospel, you will find out more 
about the life of the person at the heart of the Christian faith – Jesus Christ.

If you are interested in coming along, or know someone who might be, 
please speak to Jim or Stuart, or contact the church office 

(enquiries@centraldundee.com). We have invitation cards at the Welcome 
Desk that you can take and give to family and friends.

Course coming soon…
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The Saturday Evening Fellowship started life in 1977 as the 
20–40s Group so that folk in this age range could meet 
socially and have fellowship. 

Over the years, the age group moved on so there was a need to change the 
name. As a result, the Emmaus Group was born and the membership matured 
accordingly.

The meetings were always well attended and enjoyable – comprising quizzes, 
talks, outings, etc. This ethos still prevails today. The name may have changed to 
the Saturday Evening Fellowship, but the enjoyment remains.

Last session, the Fellowship enjoyed a musical evening, a quiz, a night at the 
cinema, a barbecue, etc. There was also a most pleasant outing to Rosslyn Chapel 
followed by a meal in North Queensferry.

New members are always welcome to this informal gathering which takes place 
on the second Saturday of the month, usually in homes. Come along if you are 
50+, you would be made most welcome. Details are always in the bulletin and a 
new syllabus will be available shortly. Look forward to seeing you.

Saturday Evening 
Fellowship By Valerie Dale
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Please send us an email if you would like to comment on any article in The Link 
magazine or if there is something you would like to see featured in a 
forthcoming issue. Email: admin@centraldundee.com

Any thoughts?

By Matt and Sheena Lock

Engage is a group for people in 
their 20s and 30s in CBC, who 
are not involved in the student 
ministry, to have a chance to 
get to know one another and also encourage each 
other to love God and live for Him. 

We meet four times a year to help people connect and get to know each other in 
an informal context.

In a larger church it can sometimes be difficult to meet and get to know people 
who are at a similar age and stage, especially those who are new to Dundee or 
transitioning into work. Engage also provides an opportunity for those who have 
been part of the CBC family for some time, to meet others who have joined 
more recently. 

Over the last few months we’ve had two events with a summer barbecue and, 
more recently, a walk in Broughty Ferry, and it’s been great to get to deepen 
friendships and meet some new people. Please pray for Engage, that it will be an 
effective ministry to encourage and support those in their 20s and 30s in CBC.

Engage

If you’re interested in finding out more, please join the Engage 
Facebook page or contact Matt or Sheena Lock: mslocks4@gmail.com
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The student team has planned a number of events this 
semester – please see the term card. We hope you can 
join us at any of these events. Please pick up a copy of 
the term card at the welcome desk or ask a member of 
the welcome team or student team. Also, don’t forget to 
sign up to our Facebook group: students@central.

The student team exists to help you settle into life in 
Central. If you call Central your home church while in 
Dundee, then we would love to give you opportunities 
to serve the Lord or learn more about him. If there is 
anything you need to know or would like to suggest 
please contact a member of the team who are: Sara 
Dryden, Lesley and Peter Inglis, Stuart and Karen Keir, 
and Tricia Watson, or email plazainglis@hotmail.com 
or the church office. If we haven’t met already then we 
hope to meet you at an event soon.

Student Ministry
By Peter Inglis

Welcome back to our returning students and a very warm welcome to those who 
are at Central for the first time. We hope you enjoy your time studying in Dundee.

New Elders 
and Deacons 

Following on from their election at the church meeting in June, our new elders and 
our new and returning deacons were ‘set apart’ at the Sunday morning service on 
12 August.

New elders: Iain Belford, Gavin Callaghan and Jacob George.

New deacons: Gareth Blair, Jennifer Grant and Eva Stirling.

Returning deacons: Ken Drysdale, Steve Latto and Fiona Mackay. 
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By John Toller

Last year we adopted a ‘Statement 
of Identity’ to provide a regular 
reminder of our call and purpose 

as God’s people – to be and to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ. Earlier this 
year our diaconate met in the Link to 
pray and discuss the development of a 
‘Church Covenant’, which the church 
membership are now looking at and 
which we hope to introduce towards 
the end of the year. The idea is to 
build on the Statement of Identity by 
regularly affirming our commitment 
to one another and to the gospel as 
members of the church.

Here in Carnoustie we are 
regularly aware of the need for this 
commitment, and for our growth 
and witness, as we see the growing 
hostility to the gospel in the town, 
particularly expressed in attempts to 
remove my colleague, Mike Goss, 
from the High School chaplaincy. 
My own chaplaincy work with the 
local football club is thankfully not 
affected, and we are grateful that 

opportunities for witness still exist in 
public as well as private ways.

We were able to hold a holiday 
club again this year (see picture) 
and although only a few kids came 
along, some were not from church 
families. We also continue to work 
with other evangelicals in the town 
in youth work, and are looking at 
how we can build our partnership for 
the sake of the Gospel.

Update and prayer points

Please pray with us:

• for continued growth in 
knowledge, love and faith as we 
serve and witness together

• for effective partnership with 
local evangelical churches in 
the cause of the Gospel

• for God’s continued provision in 
finance and other resources so 
that our work can continue and 
develop, including for the long-
term aim of developing 
the building.
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By Cathryn Dickson

It has been an encouraging few 
months for us in Lochee. The team put 
in a lot of hard work into our Deep 
Down Detectives holiday club. We 
used the same material that we use for 
our weekly club, with the prayer that 
more children might come along to it 
as a result.  

The church family really came together 
to help to run this event and we 
thoroughly enjoyed the intensive time 
spent together with them and all the 
children. Three years ago, shortly after 
we arrived in Dundee, we ran a holiday 
club and only three children showed 
up aside from our own. This year, we 
had a total of 37 children, many of 
whom we are connected already in 
some way. New connections made 
too. It was particularly encouraging 
for us seeing our existing relationships 
deepening and the interest of some 
to come along to our weekly club. So 
great seeing the children engaging with 
the Bible teaching and singing their 
little hearts out! 

 
On the last day of the club we 
organised a fun day with lots of 
activities and a BBQ, where parents 
came along to join in. It was a great 
opportunity to get to know families 
better within our own building. All 
round there was a relaxed and happy 
atmosphere – we received encouraging 
feedback from parents, one saying she 
had been hearing all about Jesus from 
her children!

Since the holiday club, we’ve had a 
few weekly meetings and have seen 
a number of children returning from 
the holiday club as well as other new 
faces.

The twice-weekly drop-ins continue to 
see a wide variety of people through 
our doors. It has been so encouraging 
to see our ever-growing list of local 
folk we’re getting to know on our 
prayer board in the office. The team 
is encountering deeply complex life 
circumstances. We’re excited that a 
new evening group has now started 
up called Progressing Pilgrims. It 
includes a meal and Bible study, and is 
really fulfilling the need for a regular, 
comfortable place to explore the Bible. 

Thank you for your ongoing prayers. 
Please continue to pray for our various 
ministries and that many people will 
come to know Jesus in Lochee. 

News from 
Lochee Baptist Chapel 
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Tell us a little about your 
background and family life
I was born in Rutherglen and moved 
to Arbroath as a teenager. Colin 
and I married in 1974 and had 
two daughters, Elaine and Gayle. 
Unfortunately, Colin died in 2002. 
However, I am blessed with three lovely 
grandchildren. In the 1980s I trained as 
a nurse and midwife and then fulfilled 
my dream of becoming a health visitor 
until I retired two years ago. Recently, I 
moved to a delightful country cottage.

How did you become a Christian 
and when did you join Central?
My family were actively involved 
in the Congregational Church and I 
became a Christian as a young adult. 
I was baptised by immersion in the 
Baptist Church in Arbroath in 1993. My 
husband followed me a few months 
later and we were able to be together 
in the faith which was a great blessing.
As you can imagine, times were hard 
after his death and I did walk another 
path before realising how much I 
needed the Lord and after prayer, feel 
he led me to Central, joining in 2013. 

It is 
true that 
the Lord never 
leaves us or forsakes us even if we walk 
away from Him!
I am truly blessed to be part of the 
family at CBC.

What does your new role involve?
Currently, I am still finding out! I am 
shadowing Bryan Bennett, Church 
Secretary, to get a feel for the role. And 
also, as a new deacon, learning what 
my duties entail. My role is to support 
Bryan in the Lord’s work in Central 
and deputise for him as required. I am 
excited to see where God is leading 
us in the spreading of the Gospel in 
Dundee.

Tell us something about yourself 
that not many people know
One of my main passions is arts and 
crafts, at the moment particularly 
paper craft. This involves making cards, 
watercolours and anything else that 
takes my fancy. I would like to set up 
a wee business now that I am “retired” 
and have time to practise my skills.

Member file
Q&A with Assistant 
Church Secretary

Eva Stirling
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A daily faith: Religion in 
the workplace
By John Anderson

It has often occurred to me that work 
can be where the light of our faith 
glows at its dimmest. Organisations 

don’t like to be associated with the 
‘brand’ and conversations on faith can 
open us up to mockery and gossip; I 
have usually found that bringing it up 
with non-believing co-workers usually 
leads to a sense of awkwardness, 
followed by an ‘As You Were’-style end 
to the conversation. For many years this 
atmosphere permeated how I 
approached talking about my faith at 
work. If asked directly about religion I 
would never deny I was a Christian, but 
made no effort to disclose that I was, 
and often felt a chill through me when 
it emerged as I feared potential 
repercussions or being singled out. 
However, after experiencing a 
resurgence of my faith this year and 
becoming a member at Central, I 
reflected on this. Colossians chapter 3 
verse 23 instructs us ‘Whatever you do, 
work at with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not for human masters’. It 
was a challenge for me to understand 
that working at Dundee Council was 
not primarily about working for Dundee 
Council, but for the Lord, as I am and 
need to be in all areas of life. Once I 
understood this, I prayed for courage 

and guidance, 
accepting that I 
struggled in this 
area of confident 
Christianity in the 
workplace. I knew that, 
despite my difficulties, there was 
nothing Christ couldn’t do in spite of 
my personal weakness. 

Since that prayer I have noticed the 
Lord being gracious to me in this. 
Bringing up faith in conversation and 
making people at work aware of my 
identity as a Christian has gradually 
gotten easier. I was blessed with an 
opportunity to witness to a co-worker 
who was going through a difficult time, 
explaining to them why it was my belief 
in God that had helped me through 
similar circumstances. This is not me 
saying that I have evangelised from the 
front of the office and that Corporate 
Services is now converted; but rather 
than seeing it as crossing my 
evangelistic I’s and dotting my 
charismatic T’s, I am thankful for small, 
but continual, spiritual progress, all 
given freely by a merciful and guiding 
God. This is my continual prayer for 
myself and all my brothers and sisters in 
Christ working in today’s world, where 
His word is not always welcomed, but 
always desperately needed. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to 
share about the ongoing ministry of Street 
Chaplains here in Dundee, Broughty Ferry, at 
the Montrose festival and in Northern Ireland 
in your Link magazine. 

As many of you know our position within the 
ministry of Street Chaplains changed when 
I took on the role of Co-ordinator for Scotland 
and Northern Ireland last June. To be honest 
it’s not been easy as I have missed the buzz 
of the night-time outreach here in Dundee 
and the ongoing regular fellowship with the Dundee Team. But God is 
blessing, and our ministry is growing both here in Dundee and in NI.

Lately a line from a well-known hymn has been very special to us as we 
seek to develop Street Chaplains, the words are “Take everything to the 
Lord in prayer”. Isn’t it wonderful that we can do that? EVERYTHING.

Our role may have changed but the ministry to night-clubbers, homeless 
and bar staff continues weekly here in the city. Please remember Rhona 
Nickel (street chaplains’ leader), Gary Timmons (club chaplain) and 
Nathan Peters (homeless ministry leader) as they lead the teams on a 
Friday and Saturday night.

On any given night, deep conversation 
take place about the meaning of life, the 
need for salvation and invitations are 
given to attend church. Lately, Gary 
has had opportunity to chat to folks in 
a nightclub as a result of the sudden 
death of a bar worker; please pray that 
Gary will be able to bring words of 
comfort and be salt and light in a 

Street 
Chaplains
Dear Friends, 
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dark place in these days. Remember the 
homeless and those addicted to drugs who 
we meet weekly, many are struggling 
with life. Pray that we will have wisdom 
as we share God’s love with them. Also 
remember the street team as they walk 
around all the bars and clubs chatting 
to people about Jesus.

The Montrose festival in May was 
a special blessing and gave us the 
opportunity to share with many people 
from across Scotland and further 
afield. Plans are already in place 
for next year’s Festival Chaplains 
involvement.

In Northern Ireland we have started 
Street Chaplains in four new towns. 
These outreaches developed after we helped at a Street Chaplains Conference 
in Lurgan, which was a great success. We are praising the Lord for the 
teams God has raised up. Please remember us as we seek to train and 
equip new chaplains to take leadership roles in these towns. 

So, it’s been busy and in some areas it has been hard going, but we 
are thankful to you and for a church that stands with us as we ‘take 
everything to the Lord in prayer’. Thank you all for standing with us, 
praying for us, and supporting us as we continue to reach out at night in 
Dundee and in NI.

May God richly bless you all in the coming days. 

Andy Burns

Check out the Calendar on our church website, www.centraldundee.com 
for information about upcoming Sunday services and church events. Also, did 
you know you can download the Sunday sermons from our website? Go to 
Sermons Online on the home page.

Church website
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Music&Book Reviews

Jo will not be everybody’s cup of tea or 
everybody’s chosen background quiet 
time music, but that’s OK. In the midst 
of lots of soft rock worship music 
offerings, Jo Mango’s indie, quirky 
singer–songwriter vibe is refreshing. 
‘Murmuration’ is not a worship music 
album – it could be enjoyed by secular 
and Christian audiences, but when you 
read into her honest and complex 
lyrics you see her faith shining through, 
not only in worship but also sometimes 
with questions and frustrations that 
echo the Psalmist’s honest 
conversations with God. Many of her 

songs deal with 
common topics 
like relationships, 
but also with philosophy and 
mythology, the kind of range of content 
you’d expect from someone like Jo 
who studied ‘Music Philosophy’ at the 
University of Glasgow. She backs these 
lyrics with equally broad musical 
strokes, from Jose Gonzales-style 
acoustic guitar picking to moody, 
Celtic-inspired melodies, all 
complimenting Jo’s delicate, haunting 
vocals. Highly recommended, even if 
somewhat out of your comfort zone.

By Jen Dunn

I had heard 
many sermons 
where the 
pastor had 
quoted the 
missionary 
Jim Elliot, who 
said “He is no 
fool who gives 

that which he cannot 
keep to gain that which he cannot 

lose” in reference to sacrificing the 
comforts of this world for the Kingdom 
of God. Almost as if these words were 
prophetic, Jim Elliot was martyred on 
the mission field by the people he was 
sharing the Gospel with. What I didn’t 
realise until picking up this book was 
that his wife, Elisabeth Elliot, would 
stay on to continue sharing the good 
news with the same people who had 
killed her husband and lead many to 

‘Murmuration’ 
by Jo Mango (2012) 

‘Passion and Purity’ 
by Elisabeth Elliot 
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faith. What kind of a woman would 
do that? What kind of relationship 
did this couple have? What led them 
to that point?

These questions are beautifully 
answered in this book through 
Elisabeth’s letters, diary extracts 
and recollections of her courtship, 
marriage and call to the mission 
field. Now, first published in 1984, 
I’m afraid the title is old fashioned 
(as has every book cover I’ve seen 

of the multiple editions I’ve bought 
over the years!), but do not be 
fooled – reading like a spiritual 
thriller akin to ‘Surprised by Joy’ by 
C.S. Lewis, or ‘The Cross and the 
Switchblade’, it’s an exciting read 
about following God’s call in all 
areas of life including study, dating, 
marriage and mission interspersed 
with profound spiritual insight. 
Single, married or just wanting to 
step out and follow God’s call for 
your life, this is the book for you.

In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they might 
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

LIGHT
SHINE
GOOD 
DEEDS
GLORIFY
FATHER
HEAVEN

 B R H S L G C T X

 F Q E D I L Y G V

 W C A E G O H C Z

 I I V E H R H W J

 H O E D T I A L D

 T E N J G F C C O 

 E N I H S Y R A O

 F A T H E R V Z G

MATTHEW 5.16
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Just ask a room full of Christians 
how many minutes they spent in 
concentrated prayer last week - and 
listen to the room fall silent. Ask how 
engaged they were in Bible reading, 
Bible memorization, or any type of 
Bible study - and prepare to hear the 
crickets chirp.

So many Christians live with the 
nagging feeling that time with God 
doesn’t hold the priority it should in 
their lives. They want to make progress, 
but they just can’t seem to master the 
art of quality quiet times. Worse, many 

start to think of their quiet time as the 
enemy they can’t conquer, instead of 
the life-giving friend it is.

Real Struggle

Why are quiet times such war? Perhaps 
it’s because of unrealistic expectations 
or lack of diligence. Maybe it’s because 
the quiet times others post on social 
media make ours look subpar.

Or what if we’re making the whole 
thing more complicated than it needs 
to be?

A (Not So) Revolutionary 
Strategy for Great 
Quiet Times

By Heather Pace

Bible reading and prayer 
are undeniable staples 
in the Christian diet. 
Yet as universal as the 
daily “quiet time” is, it’s 
interesting to note how few 
people feel successful in the 
endeavor.
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Angst about quiet times is often 
connected to barely having them. 
Imagine how successful you’d feel if 
you spent a little time in God’s Word 
and prayer every day for the next year. 
What if you didn’t let the busyness 
of life undermine your time at Jesus’s 
feet (Luke 10:38–42)? Without even 
speaking of “quality time,” a legitimate 
quantity would make a massive 
difference.

Besides, merely “checking the box” 
quickly moves beyond that motivation. 
God’s Word is so good, and prayer is 
so profitable that if we just commit to 
these practices, results will follow. A 
momentum will develop. Faithfulness 
will lead not only to built-in routine, 
but also to life-changing habit.

Here are three reasons why mere 
faithfulness works.

1. God’s Word Will Change You
The Bible has a way of convicting 
our hearts, correcting our thoughts, 
awakening our spirits, and changing 
our lives (Heb. 4:12). Psalm 19 says 
God’s Word revives our soul, brings 
wisdom, rejoices our heart, enlightens 
our eyes, and, of course, keeps us from 
sin (Ps. 19:7–11).

“If you want to have great quiet times, 
you need to just start having quiet 
times.”

Scripture doesn’t shy away from 
declaring its greatness—and for good 

reason. In the words of the old Sunday 
school song, if we can find ourselves in 
this Book every day, we will inevitably 
grow, grow, grow.

2. Prayer Will Affect You
In 1 John 5:14–15, the apostle writes:

And this is the confidence that we have 
toward him, that if we ask anything 
according to his will he hears us. And if 
we know that he hears us in whatever 
we ask, we know that we have the 
requests that we have asked of him.

At first glance, it’s hard to believe we 
always “have the requests we have 
asked of him.” When we rightly pray, 
however, we are relinquishing our will 
and wanting God’s instead—which is 
what he always says “yes” to.

Prayer, then, reminds us to want God’s 
will above our own. If we left our quiet 
time with this benefit alone, it would 
be worth the time.

Prayer is also the act of coming 
before the throne of grace to ask for 
help (Heb. 4:16). We enter prayer 
with concerns, and we leave with 
confidence in God’s sovereign grip 
over all things. What more could you 
ask for during a quiet time?

3. You Will Want More
Spiritual disciplines are a little like a 
healthy diet. Pieces of fruit don’t always 
look appealing when you stare at them. 
But if you take the plunge and bite into 
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a juicy apple, you’ll think, That tastes 
good. I think I’ll take another bite. So it 
is with God’s Word and prayer—only 
exponentially more so.

“Quantity will lead to inherent quality, 
which will invariably lead to more 
quantity of better quality.”

The Psalms tell us God’s Word is 
desirable, sweeter than honey to the 
mouth (Ps. 119:103). Tasting Scripture’s 
goodness will create an appetite for 
more. You’ll want to dig deeper and 
engage further. Faithful prayer has 
the same effect. The more you talk to 
God in faith, the more you will see 
him answer (Matt. 7:7–11), which will 
result in wanting to talk to him more.

In short, quantity will lead to inherent 
quality, which will invariably lead to 
more quantity of better quality. It’s a 
beautiful cycle.

Heather Pace is a pastor’s wife 
at Compass Bible Church in 
Aliso Viejo, California. She is the 
mother of four girls, a teacher of 
God’s Word, and a writer at Truth 
4 Women. You can follow her 
on Twitter

https://twitter.com/HeatherEPace

This article has been reproduced 
with permission from The 
Gospel Coalition. The article was 
written by Heather Pace and was 
first published on 6 July 2018. 
The whole article is online at 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.
org/article/revolutionary-
strategy-great-quiet-times/

Start the Cycle

This revolutionary strategy is hardly 
revolutionary; in fact, it’s entirely basic. 
But it’s also entirely true—if you want 
to have great quiet times, you need to 
just start having quiet times. Much of 
the battle is won by simply sitting in 
the chair, opening up the Bible, and 
taking time to talk to God.

It’s okay if your quiet time doesn’t 
“feel” a certain way. It doesn’t need 
to be Instagram-worthy. The goal is to 
be faithful. Do it today, and wake up 
tomorrow and do it again. As you stick 
with it, you will be well on your way to 
a lifetime of solid quiet times.
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